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lain in numbers. My so-called popularity has been perhaps the
greatest stumbling block in the swift execution of my plans. I
should not have done penance either for the Bombay riots or
Ghauri Ghaura if the people who took part in them had been
utter strangers to me and made no profession of non-violence. So
long therefore as I continue to attract crowds, I have to walk
Warily. A general with a large army cannot march as swiftly as
he would like to. He has to take note of all the different units
in his army. My position is not very unlike such a general's. It
is not a happy position, but it is there. If it often means strength,
it sometimes means a positive hindrance. It is perhaps now clear
what I mean by "not having the power to give battle to the
Swarajists'9.
I have in no way "lowered the flag" of non-co-operation.   It
is not even brought half-mast.   For not a single non-co-operator is
called upon to deny his faith.   It is always risky to bring in the
illustrations of the great prophets or religious teachers of the world.
I am in the world feeling my way to light "amid the encircling
gloom".   I often err and miscalculate.   But since the geat Prophet's
name has been mentioned in this connection, I may in all humility
say that I am not without hope that I shall not be found wanting
if I am left with but two human comrades or without any.   My
trust is solely in God.   And I trust men only because I trust God.
If I had no God to rely upon, I should be like Timon, a hater of
my species.   But if we are to draw a moral from the lives of the
great teachers, let us also remember that the Prophet entered into
treaty with those with whom he had little in common and who are
described in scathing terms in the Koran. Non-co-operation, exodus,
resistance and even violence were with the Prophet phases in the
same battle of life wherein truth was everything.
I do not believe as the friend seems to do that an individual
may gain spiritually and those who surround him suffer.   I believe
in advaita, I believe in the essential unity of man and for that matter
of all that lives.   Therefore I believe that if one man gains spiri-
tually, the whole world gains with him and, if one man falls, the
whole world falls to that extent.   I do not help opponents without
at the same time helping myself and my co-workers.   I have not
asked or advised believing non-co-operators not to "hoist their flag*
either collectively or individually.   On the contrary I expect them
fco keep it flying top-mast against all odds.   But that does not meaai
tfe&t the nation or the Congress non-co-operates.   What we must
recognize, if we will not ignore facts, is that the nation, i.e., the Coit-
gres^ia so lar as it represents the nation, is not carrying